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'Mil.'. In i.) ii-jily to your i t;.j.ir/a m! Au.^.nHl 20 («»i 
I'" «'omm.-ni.t. «>ii out ill i'l Uull i.rr< In •»!*! <i I ill i • j--, m.j.jioil 
•'">....,., Ilic (MM.I./..1 n.illoiiii lor oul po,, it 1 on nn llerUii. 

li'''. IH u>v .'01/ Unit f rnili nl; mh enf cod vn n;iI I , hh; 
villi I.-...I.-M. in Alrlr.i, the Middle Katd , ; in <l Smith Ar.ln 
I -1" i»"i I,,] I|,,|.r | rr.:, i.y an;, mcmr, af.nul the d.-i re :»f 
"ii'l.'isi.m.llnj'. of i.nr KcrHn poiiUJon Jn those c mini i i cm , 
r.-i-iM-i:iJ I , ■■! <•,,!•, i,,;-. | !,„;,!,) our no,,h| i. Irilrr undc t ;; I o. .< I 
III. in ! had fr.n.d, 

I" "'"'•! i.v.rr, Mio ,1,., irr o\ • mdci ■;, I ,nnl I i .;■. .-uirl mi .-,, | 
''"i ■« -ii'i'-'i on Hie i.MiiirM in i;I.m!i < nr Il.-rlin virw:, have' 
'•''I II ":«•,!( ,.,!„ Tliir. i .'. I'm; n'.-ecl o| Hit- ]• 1 "! ] ,. m \A i i Hi 
I Nil «.•:,:. ed in m: Ar.aM I '> :,,htc!i 'u.-ioyo (,1m/ !;.» ' i < mi.i 1 
i'i era. Clw'>. As (Mi c.-.ui ;;(•!■ j'r.-tn Hie marked lc;;l -if that 
:.irc<-h, vcikh 1 am rm I mm i n», I do not feel we have dnie 
:.n :,;i..li; to <|.»U'. 

1 do •'<<'! sU'i'iir,h , liin.cvcr, (hat. wc have not /( m 
«i«-v«.-lo; c 1 to it a real ;>.>(. mi! i ai thr; hind of wldc:;nro.ia 
'.■"■ii-r:. ; ;iu.: i a'-, ( ! mii foal in [option vjhicii can and u\-:-i. 
' '■' a(.,;i< vi 1. Undnr:,t andin;:., :;;, t;'i >nHv , and mi. ..-> >rl wi I 1 
act me to that ..ea.ilion t:o the de;,rec that, ve can idea til'; 
Toil in with the .same dnamic s <. ru<„".l c> for freedom of eh'ico 
vhich ha:.; .einieat ed H.c recent, historic-!, of Hcsc aea' ral 
nat ion:; I hmisel vei. . 
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I hilly <m» pp lltnl «»in pupil hill nit lloiihl ll#»« Iippi 
*t luihm.pd <n»«», that our inHtlfuy buildup l.mt Iippii 
uio.-jhui «mI ;itHi hulM'i-, Hun wp Imve not oven' nnplwirt I f.p-il 
fid I Italy imuna.ioil h. oar publh t, tat nu<n»t » , mid Mint 
Wp hnvr pla< rd Miiipl-n Pinphanhi on mif I «ui<l I urn N to 
I.H-f.l hill. M-anounblr rii.lul.l.iii*. Indeed, I ...vi'll Iwivc 
not en< ounl <>i .<d lim "heavy cillhhmi I o» «.u» limited 
iiiillimy IimI!iIh|»" ol wlil.h your iM.'in.ii nudum njuinUti. Uy 
tuiiiinrii, tin- :;«.\/h>i poi.lM'ui lu firiMi In iiiiihI \u\t .-in ol 
Uu» Wurl.l I'M what .It actually Im -~ I»« I 1 !}.«'» <'»<( f "'»."■• > 

<Uirl I I-II-.'JU .-lilllJU 

Tin' i < ;il <ll I li. nil y I les elr.ewhel «• - in I Im I lean. 

h;cl( ol iliic.'i Iiil fit " f empathy, and i-mnl I mutt h.volv. 

wbhb a trh.h; iii Kmo|>e alien has hir nou-Kni opeaus , 



II II We> O iimI. Iin t lu- fact that I III! fi.llu.-il lent h, 
Very '-•if removed I j win the experience of most Asians and 
Africans, be «:«»nl r.-isil: bet w<tii om) iii.iricr fil ion and Soviet 
hr\\i lt ryvur-y miyjit he sulfhlent. however, the rctiera! 
ICel in,!; In Ibeae "neat ml" nmnlr i e.<. Is, I. lu-Ui/vc, that 
while Mir Soviet:; ;,,-«• Indeed ; e I I i ; cien I , boUi :. i <I< :, mur; 
somehow he lo M.-m.r Im brhi.-.inp, the wnrl.l close In Mm 
'■link r»T «lr:,; i ur! i'.-,i. A I I cv.c-r i n;; "phruo on I ■ <> ;. 1 1 ymr 
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However , in press conferences, public discussions 
iiu'rlin;,,'; with various ] i',:ii!n:K I iovind it. war. invariabl 
passible to ma;;;imii'.e an nnders tandi n;; of our jositi.'-n 
I concentrated on the- riphl. ol ;,cl f-dcteriiunnl I on .I'm: 
•,-(-.). >.le of West J'.erl in. 



Repealed stress on our lea.al rip.hts in her 1 in, 
.imi'orl ant as they are, usually elicited little hut 
indifference in these parts of the world. Tin: VJest has 
too often u:-,ed similar souiuJlnp, ley,al arguments to niainl 
positions o ( r special privilege in areas where the tide o 
national i sm has risen above the dan,,er mark for Asians 
and Africans to he impressed hy le^al briefs . 



Hui wht I m Mtny mn hull f J<*r»iif. i.M lentil ll J pm, f - 1 • « y 

«ln mil wmil UN lo lifiilllii'P (.lut propln oj WpmI iku'lln 
lu iir«lm- :<» n-mli mhiiip fi.»»« oj omiprnMl n<* wl I li \\w 
:-"vl"<«. When you n)m.<mU ol our obl I ( ;jiI I ..a to |H'oU<iH 
J\ ml I Noil IWu 1 hno M from luting tail, juj-ul rcl |*y fl t ryj.nm 
whirl. 11,,../ rrjo. 1 , >n.i r«()-|U<> a i«viii|wilin>( Ic ilioul, TlilH 
• •mplwinln on llrr «-It. • !.€.•«. and rto I I - -«1«-l n ml i wit I on I m 
I tn1-l4i11u.Mil «i I . II tun ln< rvni mote ollrrllvrly \mvtl In 
j-,.lllup, our Nl.iry iu'Idmi, lor tl I .% .ilrrclly lolaf rd I 1) 
Hi" ici.-nl pol il Ii-hI si nip;; I on In .ill ol these ri.iml r I OR , 

I Inimil a 1 r,i<ly response when I pointed out thai 
-■in, Ittl hui' !iy (he United .'iluteri I <> delend | ho rle.hl of 
Hi- V.V.M, IVrlluri.4 Ic. determine Ilu-lr political system 
wool.! Inrvihilil) undermine Ibc rl;;hfs nl Asians and 
Ah leans lo del el mine I heir uv/11 political dcs t I n I os . All 
•»'ir icyoris l.'rom our embass I es Jn llwuvt areas n;',ree LhnL 
1 hi: :.«•! I -doieiminat ion issue In the only ono which brinpt; 
!:<•)! in Iimiou lo these tuitions. Kd Murntw has been «.L » 1 11;* n 
v.n , effective job o,| ju'cssiu;; till .-i ruse and should ho' 
enrnurnped to redouble his el fort;;. 

The Asian and African I eadri s have c<-ino ;i 1ou r , way 
in 1 he past two <>r 1 hree ;c;ir.s toward a holt, it under;; 1 and! 
of i!ir .Soviet lineal. They instinctively shrink fr<.m n 
( -oni inril. :\l .jen which could pluiv.e the world Into chaos. 
Km- this reason J am cunvlnccd that : , if wc pitch our case 
with the r.iy.ht. tone and on I he riyht or pumen ts , the more 
re;. i-.:.ns i hie neutrals can be helpful, l.o us in the l?„N„ and 



The Pel;,rade Conference oL 1 1 < n - al i ;,ned nations and 
stales will., I Lhink, he characterized hy moderation rather 
Limn extremism on Berlin. Tito, Kehru and other major 
figures v;ho will he at that, meeting are vcrj deeply 
concerned about P.crlin and, al; least when 1 saw them, were 
in no mood to contribute to our dilemmas. I think our 
show of firmness tempered with moderation has thus far 
struck a responsive chord. 



Tli«»y will <»prct um to iiidvp mi from luurn, however. 
My I h«t I mean 'Iwtl w<* tilUM I- mouii make It c)enr that wp 
HIT prepared hi i nine Ittrwni'd With MUMIW tluMipht hfl 
i.ci'," 1 Ifil Iiik j»i ojmihmIm oJt our own II we are I" maintain 
,,, |,„ i iwiru- Mich* nym|>4tt;hy . A porilure of rout .huil np, 
Mniiiierwi I I «'<! I" mi appearance ol impel J at I up, uni ontioiial.l « -n 
..(.til*) dnilioy linirli ol lliv rial h» I n<' t ni y i ei.poicie w have 
limn far ;il laacl el. 

| tl ihlf, cmiiik'ciIoii there Is u real daupei: lor tw hi 
pr.-DNiii)'. I>i'' sell-del ermhiai ton argument cm Merlin unless 
v/r <:»ni liMir to uphold if elsewhere, A«l«uH mid Africans 
Immediately :u;U: Why, if you arc so Interested Jn I lie 
iij-|il!i f.f sel I -tli-i minlnnt Ion for tin- white people "I West 
Ilfi'l in, nvv you iudi I'l'nrcnL about these rights In Anp.nl n # 
c;,,., f T.-ilwmi nnil Tunisia? I think this question ran be 
rllectively im,;w..:i ed Jn our policies, our public at I I t odes 
and our II. H. vol «■!'.. In fry hip, to answer this quest I on, I 
have :;t re: sed our fundamental attachment to } lie ]>i- 1 m i pi e 
of sel l-deuuminal ion ori p.i na 1. 1 .y <•;. preyed in ,„.r Declarnlj 
el Independence and I. have teal J'i lined our eontlnulu;' 
eommltmont Lo that, principle as the ideal for peo, 1 «■;, <<u 
every continent. 

however, J. have, distinguished between those siluati, m- 
where we have a clear icpnl or moral commit merit to del end 
presently c:;ist.inp. rights already enjo;,ed for the local 
populace, os in berlin, and those other situations wliere 
no such direct: commitment: as yet: esisfs. To say thai. 
America believes in the importance of self-detcrminni i on 
for peoples everywhere docs not preclude us Irom candidl; 
admitting that we are not omnipotent, and we cannot obtain 
these riphts for every people in every corner of the earth 
nil at the same time. All we can do is to try to stand 
square!- in favor of the principle and take what steps we 
can to assist in achieving it wherever possible - and at 
least, as in Berlin, not allow the frontier of freedom to 
recede. 
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Thin njt|»huwil:tiiu MdiMiin umially I t> Up jic.T|t| «nl with 
""' , ' f^f'/jl; 'hnt Hir Irani W«n ran do i« (o «-)i|)| itfiii 
Mtipjx.rt l'«ir 1 1 i*i pilnetplo « oum 1 i.i enl I y by utir v«»i »;m< In 
i In* U.N, 

Thirl la why 11 hi ra» 1'iiMMtl. I ft I that W«' roiiplu »iir 
wmi iIn iiliiiui unir- -tli.-i ««i mliMif Inn wllh ...ill hiiilni' <1<w.mIh . 
Out U.N. v<Ue on Anj'ol.'i last N|»» hijt and out rtul.r.f.jiirnl 
polh-y toward Ai.}m,Ii, hi viewed tin nnp.hoe.t Allien and As J a 
mm .in heaj I «*m I ii j*. improvement. Neve> I hoi cms , I Iuti? In ( he 
mi:.|K»J<«Mi eonvlel Inn that Americans poiiera] I y cuiui Idcr 
d,u k-sldnned people Infrrlor and tli;il when the chips are 
down Ihoy are likely in n 1 elf villi I'orlup.al, France, and 
n.u other wh I I c- s k i lined European allies. 

Till;; eonvlctlon runs deep J.u Alricn and (lie Middle 
East, ;iitcl only fillj.,lit|y less so In Asia. Everywhere just 
under (he sorJaco J I :•.•» the assumption 1 1ml. our revolul lonary 
r'omini ( ment. lar;,ol> concerns itself with those who have 
while skins. 17 e must, assume that, our every move direct]^ 
involvhi", Alrici and Africans themselves will he viewed 
with deep suspicion and Unit. compromises by us will create 
hilterly i i rat i.oual roae t ions . The depth and potential 
u,,l iness of this mood cannot he e\ap; .crated. 



II we are to preach t lie doctrine of sel i -del ei mi na t i on 
in Europe we cannoL and ma:; t not: allow Portugal, France or 
an} oilier European nation to veto our support lor that 
principle in Asia and Africa. I do not minimise the 
dangers that an embittered France or Portugal, pose for our 
posit- ion in Europe or the importance of allied unit; in a 
time of crisis. lint; our European allies, as much as we, 
have a tremendous stake in obtaining world support for our 
Berlin position. One of the greatest tasks now before us 
is to find the courage to lead our alliance rather than to 
follow it and to raise the vision of some of our NATO 
allies to the requirements of a world rather than a 
European power balance. 
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1. A »«|H'mcI» civ public runteiiient m a pron 
conference by you JiimI prior to I he Uetp.rmlo me 
would have {'.rent Impact on theue iuiHoum, part I 
It it. stressed the ru/l 1 -doUu intnut Ion Ituiue and 
overriding qucHtion of tree choice lor Wnil, Her 
You could relate Mm Merlin erlnls to tbe ;ttru>» 
cnl.onJ.nl. oppress ' «»» and '<>r #n?) t-de| • •ami iwit 1 on ' 
tin) world. You uliotiltl Inuj.nl. that I In- cause of 
choice In Alilc.'i nod Am I a I n I nsep nt ably LI t.kcd 
safeguard In;; ol I VimhIiiih in West jinr) In. 
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At i.lu! u\N„ wo should vote In favor of a 
resolution on lU/.erte with full knowl edj-.o Mint 
lcms In Paris will be i;ci: 1 ousl) exacerbated. I. 
Bourpulba on Ibis question wo cannot, expect ol b 
loaders to make similar efforts for many yean; 
reach an accommodation between their European t 
lis tor leal forces of national ism wbicb have air 
ropeans from much of the African continent:. 
wo can lie sure that Jknirr.uibn' s bitterness wi 
L the Bel ;;rado conference lo .sweep nw;i) the 
our armaments in favor of self-determination 
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3. We arc askiny, key posts a! r >ad to tell us what 
seem to be tbe weak spots in our uerlin case in the e\ es 
of the neutrals and are tr>iuy, to oh.-jpe our propaganda 
line accordingly. Reports thus far support tbe conclusic 
flint self-determination is the only issue which has much 
impact. We arc therefore ins true tin*;; our missions in 
neutral countries to stress this principle in nil their 
discussions oi the Berlin question. 



A. We must insist, despite current French opposition 
that we prepare a full set of ne;jotiatins proposals 
covering a ran^e of issues in central Europe, and we must 
take discreet steps to assure ke- neutrals that we are 




dolnp, oo - without, of.' cnurtitj), In m»,y i4t<u()«< «i«*l iruct Ihh 
from rh«« hnpoi i tuwv of nun; mt IJ (;/iry buildup. Only II 

I hoy are ) 'i'*i\ I y nuivi need tluif w«? are ready for rtfaipouti I bl n 
ix-j'.of f ni I oiiu will I. Iiu neulrnlfi be prepared to ruippoj I nil 
should the H.uliii .use ciiniv before the ILN. thin lall (ari 

II a I iik in I linw.ll Ml. I y wl .1.1). 



In < our; I un i on , I ft; mt," say once ap.iiln (hat 1. mil not 
liiilmlMU: about our ability to y,vt our pus 1 1 I on urioiid 
(ho Al ro-As.1 an loaders if we concent rat e on the question' 
sol l-dri.ermlnai ion and if we ran demonstrate In the 
r.l. two or throe iiionLhs by our votes In the United Nations 
;il. we support this principle around the world. 



Ue cannot expect the neutral u to share our point; of 
jew completely, hut there. Is a ;»reat;cr Identity of 
nl crest than liar; been ho far apparent. This real I ;,a! Ion 
s now ;'i:o\;in;', and can be steadily s t . renc,l.hened I I" we do 
ol. ne'.ilo nil our arguments hy corripronil ,sos in other areas 
cached In the eaur,_ of IIATO solidarity. That solidarity 
s vital but. 1 am convinced tbal our allies will, follow us 
n I.'.eilin in (heir own interests if: we are wise and 
rudent. . We cannot let them lower our vision elsewhere. 
o do so would he disastrous outside Europe and could cost 
heavy price on JJerlin as well. 



National Press Club 
Speech, August 15, 1951. 



